REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and allowance of the subject 
application in view of the foregoing amendments and the following remarks. This 
communication is believed to be responsive to all issues raised in the 11/01/05 Office 
Action. Applicant notes that draft claim amendments were sent to the Examiner on 
3/16/06. The Examiner has been unavailable to discuss the draft claim amendments prior 
to filing this communication. 

Claim objection 

Claims 3-4 were objected to as being substantially duplicative. Claim 4 is 
cancelled herein without prejudice. 

SI 12 Rejection 

Claim 6 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as allegedly 
being indefinite. Claim 6 is amended herein in an attempt to further prosecution and 
without addressing the merits of the rejection. 
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§102 Rejections 

Claims 1-15, 17-21, 23-28, 30-32, 34-36 and 38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,757,824 to England et al ('824). 
Without conceding the propriety of the rejection, the independent claims (1, 10, 20, 25, 
31, and 35) have been amended to even more clearly recite features of Applicant's 
invention. 

Claims 16, 22, 29, 33, and 35-43 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,327,652 to England et al ('652). Without conceding the 
propriety of the rejection, the independent claims (35, 39, and 42) have been amended to 
even more clearly recite features of Applicant's invention. 



For at least the foregoing reasons, the pending claims are in condition for 
allowance. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejections, and an early notice of allowance. 

If there are any issues that would prevent allowance of this case, the Examiner is 
requested to contact the undersigned attorney to resolve them. 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully Submitted, 





Paul W. Mitchell 
Lee & Hayes, pile 
Reg. No. 44,453 



(509) 324-9256 ext. 237 
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